
 

THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE 

AMI  ASSIGNMENT MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2020 

Read the article and fill in the following chart. 
 

Read the following information and organize the data on the  

 

Unity and Sectionalism  

ESSENTIAL QUESTION- Why does conflict develop?  

The Missouri Compromise  
Debates in Congress heated to the boiling point. Fearing a split in the Union, Henry Clay 

suggested the Missouri Compromise. Clay proposed  

that Maine, in the Northeast, enter the Union as a free state. Missouri could then enter as a 

slave state. This would keep an even balance  

of power in the Senate—12 free states and 12 slave states.  

The Missouri Compromise also addressed the question of slavery in the rest of the 

Louisiana Purchase territory. The compromise drew a line  

west from the southern boundary of Missouri—at 36°30' N latitude. The compromise 

blocked slavery north of the line but permitted it south  

of the line.  

The Missouri Compromise promised a temporary solution to sectional conflict. It did 

nothing to solve the basic problem, however. Americans  

who moved west took their different ways of life with them. White Southerners wanted to 

take an economy based on slavery to their new  

homes. Northerners believed in labor by free people and wanted to establish that in the 

West. It was a disagreement that seemed to have no  

peaceful solution.  
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AMI ASSIGNMENT TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2020 

Read the article and answer the following questions. 

Fighting Fake News 
Made-up stories are taking over the internet. Are tech companies doing enough to stop the spread? 

JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC      SEPTEMBER 4, 2017 

  
By Sarah Grossbart 

 
Rogers ©2016 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Reprinted by permission of Andrews McMeel Syndication. All rights reserved 

As this cartoon illustrates, fake news isn’t always easy to spot, even when there are warning signs. 

Last fall, a news story came out about the Pledge of Allegiance. The report said students would be banned from reciting the 

Pledge in schools. This story quickly went viral. More than 2 million Facebook users shared it or commented on it. 

  

The problem? The report was made-up. It was published on a fake news website. Then it was given a huge audience on the top 

social media platform. 

 

This is an example of the problem with fake news. False information published online often spreads faster than it can be 

challenged. The more that these stories are shared and viewed, the higher they are likely to be ranked by search engines like 

Google. That makes them easier to find. It also increases people’s sense that they might be true. 

 

“Just because something is in the top five of your search results doesn’t mean it’s reliable,” says Jonathan Anzalone. Anzalone 

works at the Center for News Literacy at Stony Brook University in New York. 

 

Fake news is made-up. But it can have real effects. For example, some experts say fake stories may have influenced the 2016 

U.S. presidential election. Tech companies have been criticized for not doing enough about this issue. 

 

Google and Facebook are top sources for fake news. They are now working to fight this problem. But will it be enough? 

https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/090417.html


 

FACT-CHECKING FAKE NEWS 

Google plans to reduce the reach of fake news in its searches. It has assigned more than 10,000 employees to work on this. 

Employees will electronically flag articles that contain misleading information. This will make sure that those stories rank lower 

in Google search results. It will also help users see that the articles contain highly suspect or false information. 

 

For example, a recent fake news story claimed that 300,000 pounds of rat meat was being sold as chicken wings in the U.S. 

That story is now tagged as false. Also, a link directs users to a fact-check of the article done by PolitiFact.com. That is a 

neutral website not associated with a political party. 

 

Meanwhile, Facebook has launched its own fact-checking tool. The company is also working to delete phony accounts run by 

bots (web robots) that spread fake news. Facebook has even tried a low-tech approach. Before recent elections in Great Britain, 

the company placed ads in local newspapers about spotting fake news. 

 
Credits: Enis Aksoy/Getty Images (Like); iStockPhoto/Getty Images (Phone) 

WEAK SOLUTIONS? 

But some experts say the tech companies’ efforts are not likely to be very effective in stopping false info. 

 

One problem is that fact-checking articles takes too much time. So it can’t slow the spread of fake news, says Matthew A. 

Baum. Baum is a public policy professor at Harvard University in Massachusetts. He believes internet platforms should 

evaluate websites as a whole. Any content from a site that regularly publishes false stories should rank low in search results. 

 

Baum says companies should also work harder to delete fake accounts. Facebook recently deleted 30,000 such accounts. But in 

2013, the company said it could have 138 million phony accounts. 

EDUCATING READERS 

For now, the best way to stop fake news may be educating people to question what they read (see “Don’t Fall for Fake 

News!”). Some states are considering laws to encourage media literacy education in public schools. (Washington State passed 



such a law last spring.) 

 

The classes teach students how to analyze information from websites, TV, and other forms of media. They can also help 

students recognize their own biases, says Anzalone. 

  

“We don’t like to receive information that may conflict with what we believe,” he says. So when you read something that 

supports what you think, you are more likely to accept it as fact. That is why people need to think critically about what they are 

reading, he adds. 

 

The goal is about more than being able to spot a made-up story, according to Anzalone. “It’s about valuing and seeking truth 

and knowing how to find it.” 

 

 

CORE QUESTION: Should tech companies be responsible for eliminating fake news? Explain. 

 
Don’t Fall for Fake News!  

Dig deeper. 
Just because a story pops up first on Google doesn’t mean it’s trustworthy. Look at the descriptions of multiple results before 

deciding which one to click. 

 

Check the source. 
If a story comes from an unfamiliar website, click on the “About” page to learn more about the site. Searching a site’s name or 

its founder’s name on the web can help you learn even more about it. 

 

Don’t share. 
Spotted a fake news story? Avoid sending it to your friends or reposting it. Sharing bogus stories only widens their audience—

and helps them rise even higher in search results. 
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AMI ASSIGNMENT THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2020 

Read Lesson 1 and answer the following questions. 
 

You may go to the online textbook to see extra information, videos and photographs.  The online textbook can also 

read the text to you aloud. 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

Username:  LMS1 

Password:  SCHOOL08 

Chapter 18 

LESSON 1 

The Industrial North 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How does technology change the way people live? 

  

Industry and innovation expanded the North's economy and power.  

Technology and Industry 

How did technology and industry change during the 1800s? 

The early years of the 1800s saw much innovation in industry and technology. The ways in which Americans worked, 
traveled, and communicated underwent great change. The new ways of living affected the whole nation, but their effects 
were most dramatic in the North. 

Three Phases of Industrialization 

Before industrialization, workers made most goods one item at a time, from start to finish. To make clothes, a woman 
might spin the thread, weave the cloth, then cut and sew the fabric. Industrialization changed that way of working. 

The North's industrialization took place in three phases. During the first phase, employers divided jobs into smaller steps. 
For example, one worker would spin thread—and nothing else. Another worker wove cloth. Each worker specialized in 
one step and became an expert in it. Two specialized workers could produce more cloth than if each worker did both 
tasks. 

During the second phase of industrialization, entrepreneurs built factories to bring specialized workers together. This 
allowed the product to move quickly from one worker to the next. 

In the third phase, workers used machines to complete tasks. For example, machines called looms wove cloth using the 
power of flowing water. The machines worked much faster than any human could. The worker's job changed from 
weaving to tending the machine. 

Mass production of cloth began in New England in the early 1800s. Then, Elias Howe invented the sewing machine in 
1846. Workers could now make clothing in mass quantities by using machine-made fabrics and sewing machines. 

Similar changes were transforming other industries and affecting the North's economy. By 1860, the Northeast's factories 
made at least two-thirds of the country's manufactured goods. 

 

 

Changing Transportation 

Improvements in transportation contributed to the success of the new American industries. Between 
1800 and 1850, crews built thousands of miles of roads and canals. By connecting lakes and rivers, 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/


canals opened new shipping routes. In 1807 inventor Robert Fulton launched his first steamboat, the 
Clermont, on the Hudson River. Steamboats made fast upstream travel possible. They carried goods 
and passengers more cheaply and quickly along inland waterways than flatboats or sail-powered 
vessels did. 

In the 1840s, builders began to widen and deepen canals to make space for steamboats. By 1860, 
about 3,000 steamboats traveled the country's major rivers and canals, as well as the Great Lakes. 
This encouraged the growth of cities such as Cincinnati, Buffalo, and Chicago. 

Sailing technology also improved in the 1840s. The new clipper ships featured tall sails and sleek 
hulls. They could sail 300 miles (483 km) per day, as fast as most steamships at that time. Clipper 
ships got their name because they "clipped" time from long journeys. Before the clippers, the voyage 
from New York to Great Britain took about 21 to 28 days. A clipper ship could usually cut that time in 
half. 

The Railroads Arrive 

The first railroads in the United States ran along short stretches of track that connected mines with 
nearby rivers. Horses pulled these early trains. The first steam-powered passenger locomotive began 
running in Britain in 1829. 

A year later, Peter Cooper designed and built the first American steam-powered locomotive. The Tom 
Thumb, as it was called, got off to a slow start. It actually lost a race staged against a horse-drawn 
train when its engine failed. Before long, however, engineers had improved the technology. By 1840, 
steam locomotives were pulling trains in the United States. In 1840 the United States had almost 
3,000 miles (4,828 km) of railroad track. By 1860, the nation's tracks totaled about 31,000 miles 
(49,890 km), mostly in the North and Midwest. 

The new rail lines connected many cities. One line linked the cities of New York and Buffalo. Another 
connected Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Railway builders connected these eastern lines to lines being 
built farther west in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. By 1860, the nation's railroads formed a network that 
united the Midwest and the East. 

Moving Goods and People 

The impact of improved transportation was felt deeply in the western areas of the country. Before 
canals and railroads, farmers sent their crops down the Mississippi River to New Orleans. From there, 
goods sailed to the East Coast or to other countries. This took a considerable amount of time and 
often caused goods to be more expensive. 

Railways and canals transformed trade in these regions. The opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 and 
later the railroad networks allowed grain, livestock, and dairy products to move directly from the 
Midwest to the East. Improvements in transportation provided benefits to both businesses and 
consumers. Farmers and manufacturers could now move goods faster and more cheaply. As a result, 
consumers could purchase them at lower prices than in the past. 

The railroads also played an important role in the settlement of the Midwest and the growth of its 
industry. Fast, affordable train travel brought people into Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. The populations 
of these states grew. New towns and industries developed as more people moved into the area. 

Progress with Problems 

As more people moved more quickly along railways and waterways, the possibility of disaster also 
increased. Some tragic events occurred. 

The SS Central America was a 270-foot side-wheel steamer that carried passengers and cargo 
between New York and the Central American country of Panama. The ship traveled one part of a 
widely traveled route between the East Coast and California. In September 1857, the Central America 



was carrying a full load of passengers and a large amount of gold when it steamed into a hurricane. 
The ship sank off the coast of the Carolinas, and hundreds of people drowned. 

The Great Train Wreck of 1856 occurred between Camp Hill and Fort Washington, Pennsylvania, on 
July 17, 1856. Two trains slammed head-on into each other. An estimated 60 people were killed, and 
more than 100 were injured. At that point in time, it was considered one of the worst accidents in 
railroad history. The tragic news horrified the nation. Newspapers demanded that railroad companies 
improve their methods and equipment and make the safety of passengers their first concern. 

Communications Breakthroughs 

The growth of industry and the new pace of travel created a need for faster methods of 
communication. The telegraph (teh • luh • graf)—a device that used electric signals to send 
messages—filled that need. 

Samuel Morse, an American inventor, developed a system for sending coded messages instantly 
along electrical wires. After Morse showed his system could send messages over a short distance, 
Congress gave him money to test the device over a wider area. Morse strung wires between 
Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, Maryland. On May 24, 1844, he was ready to try out his system. A 
crowd of people watched as Morse tapped out the words "What hath God wrought" on his telegraph 
system. A few moments later, the operator in Baltimore sent the same message back in reply. 
Morse's telegraph had worked! 

Telegraph operators sent messages quickly by using Morse code. This code uses different 
arrangements of short and long signals—dots and dashes—to represent letters of the alphabet. 
Telegraph companies formed, and workers put up telegraph lines across the country. By 1852, there 
were about 23,000 miles (37,015 km) of telegraph lines in the United States. 

The telegraph allowed information to be communicated in minutes rather than days. People could 
quickly learn about news and events from other areas of the United States. The telegraph also 
allowed businesses to become more efficient with production and shipping. 

Farming Innovations 

What changes made agriculture more profitable in the 1830s? 

In the early 1800s, few farmers were willing to settle in the treeless Great Plains west of Missouri, 
Iowa, and Minnesota. Even areas of mixed forest and prairie west of Ohio and Kentucky seemed too 
difficult for farming. Settlers worried that their old plows could not break the prairie's matted sod. They 
also worried that the soil would not be fertile enough to support fields of crops. 

Advancements in Agriculture 

Three inventions of the 1830s helped farmers overcome difficulties in farming the land. As a result, 
settlement expanded throughout wider areas of the Midwest. 

One of these inventions was the steel-tipped plow developed by John Deere in 1837. This allowed 
farmers to cut through the hard-packed prairie sod. Knowing that they would be able to farm the land 
on the prairies helped people make the decision to move west. Equally important to the 
transformation of farming were the mechanical reaper, which sped up the harvesting of wheat, and 
the thresher, which quickly separated the grain from the stalk. Each of these innovations reduced the 
labor required for farming. 

McCormick's Reaper 

Cyrus McCormick was the genius behind the invention of the mechanical reaper. Before this 
invention, farmers had harvested grain with handheld cutting tools. McCormick's reaper greatly 
increased the amount of crop a farmer could harvest. Because farmers could harvest more wheat, 



they could plant more of it. Growing wheat became profitable. Raising wheat became and would 
remain the main economic activity on the Midwestern prairies. 

New machines and the ease of access to railroads allowed farmers to plant more acres with cash 
crops. Midwestern farmers grew wheat and shipped it east by train and canal barge. Northeast and 
Middle Atlantic farmers increased their production of fruits and vegetables. 

In spite of improvements in agriculture, the North was steadily becoming more industrial and urban. 
Agriculture in the region was still growing, but industry was growing faster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LESSON 1 QUESTIONS 

    



 

AMI ASSIGNMENT FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2020 

Read Lesson 2 and answer the following questions. 
 

You may go to the online textbook to see extra information, videos and photographs.  The online textbook can also 

read the text to you aloud. 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com 

Username:  LMS1 

Password:  SCHOOL08 

 

LESSON 2 

People of the North 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How do people adapt to their environment? 

  

Industrialization in the North changed the way people lived and worked as well as where they lived and worked.  

The Factories of the North 

Why did many Americans push for reform in the workplace during this era? 

The factory system combined several steps of an item's production under one roof. In the mid-1800s, machines took over 
more and more manufacturing tasks. The range of goods manufactured this way also increased. American factories 
began to turn out everything from fabric and clothing to shoes, watches, guns, sewing machines, and agricultural 
machinery. 

Conditions for Factory Workers 

Working conditions worsened as the factory system developed. Employees worked long hours. By 1840, the average 
workday was 11.4 hours. Longer days caused fatigue—and on-the-job accidents. Many factory machines had rapidly 
moving belts and other parts. These belts had no shields for protection, and many workers, especially children, suffered 
injuries from these belts. Belts were just one of the many hazards of factory work. 

Employees often worked under harsh conditions. In the summer, factories were hot and stifling. The machines gave off 
heat, and there was no such thing as air-conditioning at that time. Likewise, in the winter workers were often cold because 
most factories had no heating. 

No laws existed to control working conditions or protect workers. Factory owners were often more concerned about profits 
than about employees' comfort and safety. 

Child labor was also a serious problem. Children in factories often worked six days a week and 12 hours or more a day. 
The work was dangerous and hard. Young workers tended machines in mills and worked underground in coal mines. 
Reformers called for laws to regulate child labor, shorten work hours, and improve conditions. Many years passed before 
child labor regulations became law. 

 

Workers' Attempts to Organize 

Workers tried various ways to gain better conditions in the workplace. By the 1830s, they began 
organizing into unions. Skilled workers formed trade unions. These were groups of workers with the 

https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/


same trade, or skill. The idea was that by working together, union members would have more power 
than they would as individuals. 

In New York City, skilled workers wanted to receive higher wages and limit their workday to 10 hours. 
Groups of skilled workers formed the General Trades Union of the City of New York. The workers 
staged a series of strikes in the mid-1830s. A strike is a refusal to work in order to put pressure on 
employers. 

Going on strike was illegal in the early 1800s. In addition to the threat of losing their jobs, workers 
who went on strike faced punishment for breaking the law. In 1842 a Massachusetts court ruled that 
workers did have the right to strike. However, workers would not receive other legal rights for many 
more years. 

African Americans in the North 

In the North, slavery had largely disappeared by the 1830s. Still, racial prejudice (PREH • juh • 
duhs)—an unfair opinion of a group—and discrimination (dihs • krih • muh • NAY • shuhn)— unfair 
treatment of a group—remained. White men in New York no longer had to own property in order to 
vote. Few African Americans enjoyed this right. Rhode Island and Pennsylvania passed laws to keep 
African Americans from voting. 

In addition, most communities in the North did not allow African Americans to attend public schools. 
Many communities also kept them from using other public services. African Americans often had to 
attend poor-quality schools and go to hospitals that were reserved only for them. 

In the business world, a few African Americans found success. In New York City, Samuel Cornish 
and John B. Russwurm founded Freedom's Journal, the first African American newspaper, in 1827. In 
1845 Macon B. Allen became the first African American licensed, or given official authority, to 
practice law in the United States. Most African Americans, however, lived in poverty in the mid-1800s. 

Women Workers 

Women also faced discrimination in the workplace. Employers often paid women half as much as 
they paid male workers. Men kept women from joining unions and wanted them kept out of the 
workplace. 

In the 1830s and 1840s, some female workers tried to organize. Sarah G. Bagley, a weaver from 
Massachusetts, founded the Lowell Female Labor Reform Organization. In 1845 her group petitioned 
for a 10-hour workday. Because most of the workers were women, the legislature did not consider the 
petition. However, movements like the one Sarah Bagley led paved the way for later movements to 
help working women. 

 

The Growth of Cities 

What challenges did European immigrants face in Northern cities? 

Industrialization had a big impact on cities. Factories were usually in urban areas. Because factories 
drew workers, Northern cities grew in size in the early 1800s. 

Urban Populations Grow 

Some major cities developed between 1820 and 1840 from Midwestern villages located along rivers. 
St. Louis sits on the banks of the Mississippi River just south of where that river meets the Illinois and 
Missouri Rivers. By the mid-1800s, steamboats from north and south lined up along the docks of St. 
Louis. Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and Louisville also profited from their locations on waterways. These 
cities became centers of trade that linked Midwest farmers with cities of the Northeast. 



People of the North 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION How do people adapt to their environment? 

  

Increased Immigration 

Between the years 1840 and 1860, immigration to the United States grew sharply. The greatest number of immigrants 
came from Ireland. A plant disease, the potato blight, destroyed most of the Irish food supply in the 1840s. The people of 
Ireland faced famine, an extreme shortage of food. More than a million people died during what was called the Great Irish 
Famine. Another 1.5?million Irish emigrants—people who leave their home to move elsewhere—left for the United States 
between 1846 and 1860. 

The second largest group of immigrants in the United States between 1820 and 1860 came from Germany. Some sought 
work and opportunity. Others fled to escape political problems at home. 

Immigration's Impact 

European immigrants brought languages, customs, religions, and traditions to their new country. Some of their ways of 
living changed American culture. 

Immigrants Face Prejudice 

In the 1830s and 1840s, some people began to resist immigration. They were known as nativists (NAY • tih • vihsts). 
Nativists believed that immigration threatened the future of "native"—American-born—citizens. They often blamed 
immigrants for problems in society. Some nativists accused immigrants of taking jobs from "real" Americans and were 
angry that immigrants would work for lower wages. Others accused immigrants of bringing crime and disease to U.S. 
cities. 

The Know-Nothing Party 

In 1849 nativists formed a new political party. Because party members often answered questions about their group with 
the statement "I know nothing," the party came to be known as the Know-Nothing Party. The Know-Nothings called for 
stricter citizenship laws. In 1854 the Know-Nothings became known as the American Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 2 Questions

 


